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7.1 Introduction
The Resource Management chapter provides direction to 
minimize adverse environmental impacts and to implement 
conservation techniques to protect the character and 
resources of  the Plan Area. These resources include: 
agriculture, historical and cultural resources, biological 
resources, water, air quality, and energy conservation. 

7.1.1 Resource Management Goal and 
Objectives
The following goal and objectives establish the 
implementation framework for the Specific Plan Resource 
Management chapter: 

Resource Management Goal:
To minimize adverse environmental impacts and 

to implement conservation techniques to protect the 
character and resources of the Plan Area.

Resource Management Objective-1
Provide a transition area between urban development and 
existing agricultural environments adjacent to the Plan 
Area boundary to support and preserve viable farming 
operations. 

Resource Management Objective-2
Protect special status species in accordance with federal 
and state regulatory requirements.

Resource Management Objective-3
Promote pedestrian and other non-motorized modes of  
transportation to reduce vehicle emissions associated with 
residential and commercial development.

Resource Management Objective-4
Reduce the amount of  paved surfaces by including planting 
strips and other non-paved surfaces to reduce heat islands 
and stormwater runoff.

Resource Management Objective-5
Maintain the viewsheds of  the Sutter Buttes, where 
feasible.

Resource Management Objective-6
Identify and preserve historical and cultural resources 
within the Plan Area.

Resource Management Objective-7
Protect the quality of  surface and groundwater resources. 

Resource Management Objective-8
Promote energy conservation by utilizing best available 
technologies, where feasible. 

7.2 Agriculture
Agricultural lands are an important resource surrounding 
Yuba City as both an open space amenity and an 
economic resource. Currently, there are agricultural uses 
within and surrounding the Plan Area. Within the Plan 
Area are existing orchards mixed with limited farm animal 
raising and ancillary farm uses. The Plan Area is also 
surrounded on the northwest, southern, and western sides 
by agricultural uses, primarily fruit and nut orchards. The 
Specific Plan aims to protect the viability of  agriculture 
uses outside of  the Plan Area and minimize the impacts of  
urban uses near these continuing agriculture operations. A 
transitional area between agricultural uses and urban uses 
within the Plan Area shall be provided through the form 
of  roads and setbacks. 

Residents in the vicinity of, or adjacent to, land designated 
or utilized for agricultural uses, facilities, or operations 
may be subject to inconveniences or discomforts from 
agricultural operations. Any residential units located in 
proximity to existing agriculture shall be notified of  the 
existing farming operations in accordance with the Yuba 

Existing agriculture along the Plan Area Boundary
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City General Plan and the Sutter County Right-to-farm 
Ordinance. Through use of  setbacks and policies, land 
owners near the Plan Area boundary may continue to 
farm without impacts from surrounding urban uses. 

7.2.1 Agricultural Policies
Agricultural Policy-1
Establish land use designations that provide a transition 
between the urban and surrounding agricultural 
environment on the fringes of  the Plan Area. 

Agricultural Policy-2
All new residential units within the Plan Area shall be 
notified and sign a disclosure statement acknowledging 
nearby existing farming operations in accordance with 
Sutter County Right-to-Farm Ordinance.

Agricultural Policy-3
New residential developments sharing a boundary 
with agriculture designated lands outside the Plan Area 
boundary shall provide a minimum of  a 30-foot setback. 
This 30-foot buffer may take the form of  a rear building 
setback or physical improvements, such as a road.

Agricultural Policy-4
Conflicts between agricultural uses and urban uses shall be 
minimized through site design techniques, per the General 
Plan. 

Agricultural Policy-5 
Anti-vandalism designs (fencing, landscape features, etc.) 
shall be required along properties adjacent to agricultural 
activities, per the General Plan to reduce vandalism of  
adjacent agricultural facilities and activities.

7.3 Historic and Cultural Resources
A historical resource is defined as a building, structure, 
object, prehistoric or historic archeological site or district 
possessing physical evidence of  human activity that is 
over 45 years old. One area that has been identified as 
a historical resource within the Plan Area is the Dahling 
House. The Dahling House is located along Lincoln Road 
near the proposed intersection with Harter Parkway. 

The Sikh faith and culture is also a significant cultural 
resource within the Plan Area. The largest Punjabi-
American community outside of  India is located in Sutter 
County. The Sri Guru Nanak Sikh Temple, located within 

the Plan Area along Bogue Road, is a destination point 
for those in the Sikh faith. Built in 1980, local individuals 
of  the Sikh faith use this Temple as a focal point of  their 
community.

Additionally, there is a potential for prehistoric resources 
to be present in the Plan Area. Construction within 
undeveloped portions of  the Plan Area (e.g. grading 
and excavation, etc.) may potentially disturb or destroy 
subsurface cultural artifacts or remains. Policies and 
implementation measures found in this section will 
minimize the risk of  destroying subsurface cultural 
resources. 

7.3.1 Historic and Cultural Resources Policies
Historic and Cultural Resource Policy-1
Identify, inventory, and preserve historical sites, buildings 
and structures within the Lincoln East Specific Plan 
Area.

Historic and Cultural Resource Policy-2
Destruction or removal of  buildings and structures 
determined to be historically significant shall be avoided 
to the extent feasible. 

Historic and Cultural Resource Policy-3
No construction activities, except for another single family 
residence, shall occur within 75 feet of  the Dahling House, 
measured from the building. If  any impact construction 
methods are proposed (i.e. pile driving) a more detailed 
analysis shall be performed in order to recommend the 
appropriate setback. 

Historic and Cultural Resource Policy-4
The City of  Yuba City shall promote, assist, and / or 
facilitate the registration of  qualified historic sites, buildings 
or structures in the National Register of  Historic Places, 
State Register of  Historic Properties and / or inclusion on 
the California Inventory of  Historic Resources.

Historic and Cultural Resource Policy-5
All projects requiring extensive grading or excavation shall 
hire a qualified archaeologist, who meets the Secretary 
of  the Interior’s Professional Qualifications Standards 
for Archaeology, to prepare an Archaeological Resources 
Report.  At a minimum the report shall be based on 
archival research and a pedestrian survey.  The report shall 
include the results of  the research and the survey as well as 
recommendations for further survey including testing, if  
warranted.  Areas found to contain or be likely to contain 
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archaeological resources shall be fully surveyed, to the 
extent required, to characterize and record the site.  If  a 
sensitive site cannot be fully surveyed prior to construction 
(due to the presence of  pavement or other reasons), 
a qualified archaeologist shall be present to monitor all 
grading and excavation activity.  Any artifacts that are 
uncovered shall be recorded and preserved on-site or 
donated to an appropriate organization to archive.  Copies 
of  all records of  recorded resources shall be submitted 
to the appropriate Information Center in the California 
Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS). 

Historic and Cultural Resource Policy-6
Per California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5, if  
human remains are discovered, the County Coroner shall 
be notified immediately and no further disturbance of  the 
site shall occur until their origin and disposition pursuant 
to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98 have been 
made.  If  the Coroner determines that no investigation 
of  the cause of  death is required, and if  the remains are 
of  Native American origin, the Coroner shall notify the 
Native American Heritage Commission, which, in turn, 
shall inform the most likely descendent.  The descendent 
will then recommend to the landowner appropriate 
disposition of  the remains and any other grave materials.

Historic and Cultural Resource Policy-7
All proponents of  projects involving Native American 
archaeological, ethnographic or spiritual resources shall 
hire a qualified archaeologist to perform any required 
identification or treatment of  resources.  The archaeologist 
shall be either certified by the Society of  Professional 
Archaeologists or meet the federal standards, as stated in 
the Code of  Federal Regulations (36 C.F.R, 61).
 

7.4 Biological Resources
Existing agricultural areas in the Plan Area potentially 
provide habitat for species identified as sensitive or special 
status by the California Department of  Fish and Game 
(DFG) and the U.S. Fire and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 
The following special status habitats or potential habitats 
may be present in the Plan Area: Valley Oak trees 
(located on the south side of  Lincoln Road and along 
the southwestern boundary of  the Plan Area); Burrowing 
Owl habitat (located in the east-central portion of  the 
Plan Area); Swainson’s Hawk foraging habitat (located 
throughout the Plan Area); and White-tailed Kite (located 
in the southeastern portion of  the Plan Area). Five 
sensitive natural habitat occurrences also occur within 

the vicinity of  the proposed project: Coastal and Valley 
Freshwater Marsh, Northern Hardpan Vernal Pool, Great 
Valley Cottonwood Riparian Forest, Great Mixed Riparian 
Forest, and Great Valley Oak Riparian Forest.

7.4.1 Oak and Native Tree Preservation
The arborist report prepared for the Specific Plan identifies 
a total of  nine trees within the Plan Area that should be 
considered for preservation (refer to Figure 7-1). These 
trees include six valley oak trees, two coast redwoods, and 
one Hinds walnut. All of  these trees are large and meet 
the criteria to be considered as in good health. Because 
the ability to restore damage that may be done to trees as a 
result of  construction is very limited, emphasis should be 
placed on protection during construction. The following 
section details policies for the preservation of  these 
unique trees. 

7.4.2 Biological Resources Policies
Biological Resource Policy-1
Protect special status species in accordance with federal, 
state and local regulatory requirements.

Biological Resource Policy-2
Prior to any grading or site-disturbing activities the project 
developer shall retain a qualified biologist to conduct pre-
construction breeding season surveys (approximately 
March 15 through August 30) of  the project site and 
vicinity during each calendar year that construction is 
planned to begin, in consultation with the City of  Yuba 
City and DFG.  If  phased construction procedures are 
planned; the results of  the above survey shall be valid only 
for the season when it is conducted.

Additional surveys could include tree surveys, raptor 
surveys, special-status plant or animal surveys, and/or a 
wetland delineation if  wetlands are present on the site.

Biological Resource Policy-3
All development shall comply with the City of  Yuba City 
tree preservation policies and ordinances, which may 
require the incorporation, preservation, or relocation of  
heritage oak trees and other native trees of  significant size, 
to the maximum extent feasible.

Biological Resource Policy-4
During any construction activities, critical root zones 
of  oak trees and existing mature trees on site shall be 
avoided, where possible, and protected during all phases 
of  construction.
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Figure 7-1 Oak & Native Tree Preservation Diagram
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Biological Resource Policy-5
Continued maintenance and monitoring of  mature trees 
shall occur during and after construction.

Biological Resource Policy-6
Any construction taking place within the Plan Area during 
the nesting and breeding season (approximately February 
1 through August 30) shall be required to avoid all bird 
nest sites while the nest is occupied with adults and/or 
young.

7.5 Water Quality
The Plan Area lies within the Sacramento River watershed. 
The primary hydrological feature in Yuba City is the 
Feather River located east of  the Plan Area. The river 
serves many functions, including providing recreational 
opportunities, agricultural irrigation, wildlife habitat, and 
drinking water for Yuba City. 

Potable water for Plan Area residents shall meet or exceed 
Federal, State and local water quality levels through 
improvements made to the water system. It is also 
recommended that feasibility studies be performed to 
determine if  use of  well water is feasible for irrigation of  
common landscaping areas within the Plan Area. (See also 
Section 8.2, Water for further discussion.)

Urban development plays a part in the amount and quality 
of  stormwater runoff  and it is critical to implement 
methods of  non-point source pollution reduction. A way 
to achieve this is to reduce the amount of  impervious 
surfaces within the Plan Area thereby allowing more 
stormwater to be recharged on site. 

7.5.1 Green Streets
The Specific Plan encourages the use of  “green streets” 
to help reduce some of  the stormwater run-off  caused by 
development of  the plan. Green streets help by channeling 
some stormwater flow into a planter, planting strip, swale, 
etc. By capturing this flow and filtering the water through 
the use of  landscaping, soils, etc. ground water is recharged 
and excess flow goes back into the stormwater drainage 
system with reduction of  sediments and flow. 

Figure 7-2 shows an example of  a prototypical “flow 
through” system attached to a local residential street that 
may be used in the Plan Area. Other techniques may 
be developed to implement a reduction of  stormwater 
run-off  and used within the Plan Area. All green street 
profiles shall be approved by the Yuba City Public Works 
Department. If  street widths are reduced in utilizing these 
types of  measures, curbs along these features should have 
parking restricted along them to maintain emergency 
vehicle access requirements. 

Figure 7-2 Prototypical 
“Flow Through” System  
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7.5.2 Water Quality Policies
Water Quality Policy-1
The reduction of  water usage shall be encouraged through 
the use of  water meters, low-flow toilets, low-flow shower 
heads, and the use of  drought tolerant landscaping in 
common areas.

Water Quality Policy-2
The installation of  a well for the purposes of  irrigation of  
common landscaped areas should be utilized. 

Water Quality Policy-3
The use of  biofiltration swales and other “green street” 
techniques is encouraged throughout the Plan Area.

Water Quality Policy-4
Developers within the Plan Area are encouraged to work 
with Yuba City Public Works Department to create and 
implement “green street” profiles that connect with the 
master storm drainage system for the Plan Area.

Water Quality Policy-5
New construction shall be required to utilize Best 
Management Practices such as site preparation, grading, 
and foundation design for erosion control to prevent 
sediment runoff  into waterways as outlined in the General 
Plan.

Water Quality Policy-6
Use Best Management Practices to control water quality 
impacts from urban runoff  that include, but are not 
limited to:

•  Requiring that low berms or other temporary 
facilities be built between a construction site and 
drainage area to prevent sheet-flow stormwater 
from entering storm drains and waterways;

• Requiring installation of storm drains or other 
facilities to collect stormwater runoff during 
construction;

• Requiring on-site detention where appropriate.

7.6 Air Quality
Air Quality is an issue in the Northern Sacramento Valley 
due to its location between the Coastal Range and Sierra 
Nevada Mountain Range. Air quality is affected through 
various sources such as vehicle emissions, agriculture 
operations, point source emissions, etc. Pursuant to the 
standards of  the Federal Clean Air Act and State of  
California, the Feather River Air Quality Management 
District monitors the air quality for Sutter and Yuba 
Counties in the Northern Sacramento Valley Air Basin. 

Urban form has a measurable impact on air quality by 
affecting the desirability and necessity of  automobile usage. 
Opportunities to expand and enhance non-motorized 
forms of  transportation were considered in development 
of  the land use and circulation plans for the Plan Area. 
The Specific Plan seeks to reduce overall vehicle emissions 
by providing an interconnected street network that allows 
for route options for pedestrians, bicyclists, and motorists 
alike. In areas where automobile traffic is discouraged, use 
of  daylighted cul-de-sacs and multi-use trail connections 
are provided for pedestrians and bicyclists as safe 
alternatives to the automobile. Development within the 
Plan Area provides choices in transportation modes 
thereby reducing project specific impacts associated with 
automobile emissions.

7.6.1 Air Quality Policies
Air Quality Policy-1
Residential development shall provide an interconnected 
street network that allows alternative routes for pedestrian, 
bicyclists, and motorists to reduce vehicle emissions 
associated with development.

Air Quality Policy-2
A combination of  trees, shrubs, and ground cover shall be 
incorporated into landscaping plans.

Air Quality Policy-3
The Yuba-Sutter Transit Authority shall review fixed-
service transit lines within the Plan Area for the 
implementation of  expanded service to the Plan Area.
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Air Quality Policy-4
Yuba City and the Yuba-Sutter Transit Authority should 
work closely to locate an additional commuter Park-and-
Ride facility near the Plan Area.

Air Quality Policy-5
Dust emissions resulting from construction shall be 
controlled using the following standards as a part of  
conditions of  approval for any project within the Plan 
Area:

	 Dust emissions resulting from clearing, grading, 
earth-moving, or excavation operations shall 
be controlled by regular watering, paving of 
construction roads, or other such dust-preventive 
measures;

	 All excavated or graded material shall be sufficiently 
watered. Watering, with complete coverage, shall 
occur at least twice daily, preferably in the late 
morning and after work is done for the day; 

	 All clearing, grading, earth-moving, or excavation 
activities shall cease when winds exceed 20 mph 
averaged over 1 hour;

	 All material transported off-site shall be sufficiently 
watered or securely covered to reduce dust;

	 The area disturbed by demolition, clearing, 
grading, earth-moving, or excavation operations 
shall be minimized at all times;

	 Areas under construction to remain inactive 
longer than a period of 3 months shall be seeded 
and watered until grass cover is grown;

	 All on-site roads shall be paved as soon as feasible 
or watered periodically or chemically stabilized.

7.7 Energy Conservation
The Specific Plan strives to create an environmentally 
friendly community. Reducing energy consumption by 
using best available technologies is one way that this idea 
is encouraged. These measures are encouraged not only at 
the individual residential level, but also at the community 
level. Some measures that are encouraged to promote 
energy efficiency include: photovoltaic panels, reduction 
of  paved surfaces, and design of  residential units to 
promote passive solar heating.

7.7.1 Energy Conservation Policies 
Energy Conservation Policy-1
The use of  photovoltaic (PV or solar) panels is encouraged 
for all new residential development within the Plan Area.

Energy Conservation Policy-2
15% of  all new residential units constructed in each 
subdivision should be “Energy Star Homes” as defined by 
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and certified 
by a qualified independent Home Energy Rater. 

Energy Conservation Policy-3
The use of  energy efficient street lighting shall be used 
throughout the Plan Area.

Energy Conservation Policy-4
To reduce heat islands street trees shall be planted. 






